5 5 * 7 HE pc. 
OY AL ApRICAN: 5 


M E M Ol R 8 5 


OF FRE 


Vou ng Prince of Amanabee. 


Comprebending 
Ag Account of his Country and Family ; bis 
elder Brother's Voyage to France, and Recep- 
tion there; the Manner in which himſelf was 
« confided by his Father to the Captain Who fold ES. 
him ; his Condition while a Slave in Barbadoes ; 5 3 
the tue e of his being red med; his Voy- 
2 frot nr "and een „e n 


1; L x e throughout... POTION 
Wich ſeveral . Nan: on the Com: 
merce of the European Nations, whoſe Subj ts fre-: - 
. Coaſt of Guinea. ES MY 
2 'To which i 18 prefixed _ . 8 8 : as "4 
A LETTER from the AUTHOR. to a. Peren x4 


— i, in Reference to ſome natural Curjolitics 
- in Africa; as well as explaining the Motiveſgwhich, | 
_ induced him to compoſe theſe Mz orgs. * 4 


8 : 25 Othello ſhews the Maſe's alot Power, * nn 85 
Ahe, an honeſt,” leſs Moor... Ea Fe 


: NY Orecqoto ſhines the! EDS” 8 —— 
— ith native Luſtre by no * redn d. . ps 3 
7 © Juba firikes us but with milder Charms, 


Lone renown'd for Virtue; Love, and oe,” z 22 © Fs 3 
et heneß might riſe a ſtill more moving Tale, 2 e 
Bot eee  Addifens, and Seubert ail 1 


3 The SECOND EDITION: — 


n 2 LTP MT Eto n 


Irene 


LONDON: Printed for W. Reeve, 'D Nele ar 6 a 
| f 2 effreet ; Y 6G. Wee and 2 * * — 2 . — B& 


* 4 
. : * 2+ * * 
- 


* 


* Enter d in the Hall-Book. of the Company 
e Stationers; therefore whoever ſhall pre- 

£45 to pyrate it, or any Parr thereof, will 
ie pr cuted, e 


4* 
4 N 4 ” v. 
* 
> *. . 
=— 
* 
* 
N * 
4 % * n * 8 
# b N f 4 
A 
" * 
* 
4 . £ a 
o ©* 'S © LY 6 * * on * i : 
* ” 7 * 
2 #- = * .” 
* * at. 8 
* - 
F - 
Fe 
« 
* 0 6 
* i 4 ' 
* i n uf 
+ ; 
i 1 
* 
F 1 8 , 
* 
* , 4 + - + z 
* oe” 
4 1 — " +4 | . 9 
- 3 F * 2 . * * + a 
* Ar 
, HS. 
* —_ 4 1,48 * i F 
- —— > * * 1 : -” 
* $ F 
„ ky Ge 


* 


* 9 4 4 1 ** g 4 X 


——— . —-—<hlf 


2 


— 8 
— | 6 4 
4 f N 4 ST) I 
i, 7 - DF o Vi N - a L „ 7 . p 
—Y * * Y % N . * 
M, J AS . k — "_ 1 i N . 
- 4 I * * 8 * S 2 « 
L © % 
* . 
, x 


 ——To the Hoxovkanit. . ,., 
F 


_ Eff, EM 
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T is very natural, Sir, that you bond by 
= ſurprized at the Actounts which our News: 
Papers babe given you, of the Appearance of an 

African Prince in England under Circumſtantes of 
Diftreſs and Il uſage, which reflect very highly 
upon us as a People. The deep Contern which you 
fo pathetirally expreſs for his Misfortunes, is ſuit- 


Aa able to the Goodneſs and Generaſity of your Heart; 


and as to your Apprebenſions that this Story will 
not be confited within the Bounds of the Britiſh 


|. Dominions, wherever ſituated, it is certainly very 


Jul 3 for uon reading your Letter, | 1 inade it my 


"Buſineſs to examine the foreign Prints at the 


Coffee-Houſes about the Royal-Exchange, were 
they are taken in, and found the Story very cir- 

cumſtantially related from Hamburgh. But if 
this, Sir, raiſes your Reſentment, thut all Europe 
. ſhould be informed of a Fatt that does us ſo little 
Honour, be pleaſed at the ſame Time to refle@, 
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"neſs as may be, the Circumſtances that attend 
ſuch extraordinary Events 'as happen in our own 
Times, I have been, perhaps, more diligent and nite | 
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that thoſe who read it muſt at the ſame Time read he 
general Abhorrence with which theNews of this Piece 
of Treachery was received here; and how effeftu- 
ally, as well as honourably, the Miſchief has been 
repaired by the Interpoſition of the Government. | 

What ny Friend told you, with reſpe# to the 
Pains taken by me, to come as near as poſſible at 
the Truth of this Affair, was very well founded, 
as indeed was every thing elſe which he ſaid upon 
that Occaſion ; excepting the high Commendations 
he was pleaſed to beſtow upon the ſhort Account 
that I have committed to —_ of the Mi Sfortunes 
of the Young African, The plain and naked Truth. 
is, that not being perfettly ſatisfied with the | 
Narrative in the News-Papers, and having had 
aways a Curioſity to learn, with as much Exati- 


in my Enquiries into the Matter of Faft, and 
whatever relates to it, than'many People, and ind. 


ing my Pains We by ſome Acquiſitions of 


Knowleage, which I thought confiderable, it ap- 
peared to me worth employing a few lei ſure Hours, 
in reducing what I have learned into ſome Kind f 
Order, that the Fatts and Obſervations might not | 
eſcape my Memory. This gave Riſe to the follow: | 
ing Memoirs, which are heartily at your Service; 


nor am I at all ſollicitous about the Fate of them. 


You may, F you pleaſe, ſhew them to the Per ſons 
you mention, or to any of your Acquaintance who 
defire to peruſe them ; and you may likewiſe aſſure 


them, that to the beſt of my Knowledge, there is 


not a Syllable inſerted which I do ny believe 
70 be true. 


-. (V4 
J muſt not however diſſemble, that there are 
many People in the World who affect to treat this 
- Aﬀair in another Light ; ſome. from that. ſtrange 
Principle of Incredulity, which induces thens 10 
queſtion the Veracity of every thing that does not 
Fall immediately within the Compaſs of their own 
Obſervation, or does not ,exattly tally with the 
 Nitions they have formed of Perſons or Things, tho* 
the former may be of no great Extent, and the latier 
none of the moſt accurate. Some again have an 
Intereſt in the repreſenting this Affair in an oppo- 
ſite Point of View, which you will very eafily 
conceive , for after ſo flagrant a Breach of Truſt, 
as ſelling a Free-Man, and a, Perſon of Conſide- 
ration, whatever bis Complexion may be, for a 
Slave; it is no great Wonder that ſuch as have 
had any Connection with the Perſons concerned in 
ſiuch à Tranſaction, ſhould uſe all their Induſtry 
and Skill to leſſen his Character and Confideration, 
and endeavour 10 ſereen ſo. fagrant an Aft of In- 
| Jwftice, not to give it a harſher Name; by circulat- 


; ing Stories, which if true, would be far from 
FF aeiſculpating them; aud which, from the viſible 
- | ÞAbſurdities and Cantradi gion they are laaded 


_ with, all who haue not as much Intereſt in be- 
4 lieving, as the Authors of them bad for inventing, 
7 cunfider as groundleſs and falſe. No Man breath- 
4 ing who betrays and ſells a Prince, unleſs judi- 

FF coralh . of it, will acknowledge the Crime ; 
eſpecially when be has an Excuſe ſo ready. at 


2 | Hand, as denying that the Perſon ſo treated is 
Y a Prince, the that ſhould be only a Quibble * 
bs the Word. | 
. There is, withour doubt, a great Propenfity in 
. many Jo our own People, n bave lived and traded 

: 3 in 
ve 


(vi i) «[ 
Fn thoſe Parts, to magnify ſuch asg were poſſe ed ö 
of the Government with whom they traded, with 
whom they. bad au intimate Acquaintance, and, 
from whom they received great Favours. It is 
very likely that ſuch Gentlemen may uſe the 7. rm: 
Emperor, King, and Prince, with viſible Impro- 
Priety upon ſome Occaſſons, and upon all with a 
Liberality that may not admit of a ftrit? Fuſtifi- 
cation. But on the other Hand, ſome other Tra- 
wellers, and thoſe too commonly of the meaneſt. 
Sort, take an unaccountable and a very unwarrant-, 
alle Liberty of treating ſuch Negro Gorernors 
with a ludicrous Contempt. For by this Means 
they loſe themſelves, and teach the Seamen with 
whom they converſe, to forget not only all Deng 
and Reſpeft, but (as bad Morals often accompany. 
ill Manners) all Diſtinction of Right and Wrong ; 
which leads them into Practices equally baſe in 
their Nature, and deftruftive in their Conſequences, 
ſo that while, from a Vanity and Inſolence ( which | 
are the uſual 2 of Ignorance) they look a. 
upon the poor black People as infinitely beneath 
them, they really degrade themſelves, and which 
is much worſe, draw a Scandal upon their Coun» 
trymen by their barbarous, een and Pe. 
figate Behaviaur. 4 
One may be eaſilyj extricated out of 14 any Diff. 
eulty that ariſes as to the juſt Claim of the Young | 
African now in England 1 a Title of Diftinftion, 
notwithſtanding all the Sophiſms ef thoſe, who 
either from Prejudice or Intereſt pretend to diſpute 
it. Things are in all Countries the ſame, hows | 
ever the Names by which they are called may diff. 
fer. As for Inſtance, Rice brought from Guinea ; 
remains Rice when it is brought bere; tho the 
; Negroes. | 
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Neproes know” nothing ef that Ward, and we 
know as little of theirs for that Kind of Corn. 
A Perſon who has the ſupreme Authority in- any 
Difria, let it be of a larger or leſſer Extent, is, 
in the common Acceptation of Speech, a Prince ; 
and "if from his Influence our Trade may be either 
advanced or bindered, he deſerves a proportionable 
Reſpect from us, tho he would be certainly entitled 
to ftrif} Juſtice, whether be had that Influence or 
wot, It is no Matter therefore what his Title 
e in Africa, or what the Nature of that Govern- 
ment which be adminiſters ; for if be be at the 
Head of it," and in conſequence of his being at the 
Head of it, can aſſiſt, or injure us in our Trade, 
He is ſtriftly ſpeaking a Prince; and his Children 
may be ſo tiled by Courteſey: without any Soleciſm.. 
Fat any Time heretofore we have treated Perſons 
of the like Rank with his Sons, or even if we 
had. treated other Sons of bis ever ſo rudely or. 
 rndifferently, this is nothing to the Purpoſe, for 
dee never could have treated them fo if they had 
not been in our Power; and our having uſed it 
all either then or now, does not reflet# upon him 
ur them, bur upon us; and this Aſperſion could 
only be wiped off by the Conduct that has" been 
_ Lately purſued, which is juſt in 11ſelf, and there. 
Fore | honourable to is as a Nation. 

come now to the other Parts of: your. FRY 
in which our Friend reported what I ſaid very 
rruly. The Peruſal of theſe Memoirs introduted 
a Diſeonr fe of the Curioſities of Africa, hi, led 
bim to enquire what I thought of the Pev ed 
City mentioned by ſo many different Anthot .. of 
different Countries ; and as I remember he hinted, 
that it was ftrange that being diſcovered D long 
. ago 


(vii) 
ago it ſhould come ſo lately to our Knowledge. 
Upon whith I told him what he reported to you, that 
#he. Fals was otherwiſe, and that we were not 
only acquainted with it very early, but that the 
petrified Body of a Man was actually ſent over 


2 - of 
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i hither, and preſented to Secretary Thurloe. This 

1 Fa, Sir, is very true; and I ſhall readily give 
= you the other Particulars which you are ſo defirons 
it 70 learn. What I am to tell you, ftands upon the | 
i Credit of Conſul Baker, who refided long in Africa, 
Was a Man of great Integrity, and whoſe Teſtimony, | 


in reſpett to Fats within his own Knowledge, ö 
might be very ſafely relied on, as you may be in- 
formed by ſeveral Perſons who were well deguaint- ( 
ed with him. Hut io the Point. 
About the Year 1655, the famous Admiral 
Blake was ſent into the Mediterranean to require | 
Satisfaftion from the pyratical States of Barbary, | 
for the Depredations that during our inteftine Diſ+ | 
turbances they bad committed upon Engliſh Subjects; 

| this Commiſſion be executed, as he did every other | 
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* with wbich be was intrufted, with all the Honour | 
18 and Succeſs imaginable... When he came before| 


1 Tripoly he had all the Engliſh Slaves delivered 4 
if Oo bim without Ranſom ; and in the ſhort Negotiation" 
attending this Bufineſs be heard 7 the Toney | 
|! e this petrified City, which lies at the Diſtance | 
1 of forty Days Journey from Tripoly, . and was, 
i * then freſh. As be was a Gentleman and a = | 
* lar, bis Curiofity prompted him to make a ftrift 
ik Enquiry into that Aﬀair ; and that be might be 
 #beroughly ſatisfied,” be infifted that a petrified Bo- 
dy ſhould be ſent him, which was promiſed by the | 
Regency. But as the bringing it 10 Tripoly took ( 
* as Time, be A. before it arrived. How- 
ever 
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ever ſuch was the Reſpeft borne to that great Man, 
or rather ſuch was the Terror of his Name, that 
this petrified Body as procured and tranſported to 
Leghorn, from whence it was ſent to England, 
configned to Secretary Thurloe, into whoſe Poſſeſſi- 
on it came; but how it was diſpoſed of after- 
wards, tho" my Enquiries have not been wanting, 
I never yet could be informed. In regard to theſe 
Facts I am thoroughly ſatisfied they are true. 

The other Point he mentioned to you, of thy ob- 
ſerving that in the Reign of King Charles II. 
an Engliſh Gentleman who was ſent to the River 
| of Gambia, having obtained the Confidence of the 
Negroes by his Kindneſs and good Uſage, was by 
them direlted to a Gold Mine, whither he went in 
a ſmall Veſſel, and with very few Hands; and yet 
acquired there in a ſuort Space of Time, tho" be 
made this Voyage in the moſt improper Seaſon of 
the Tear, an immenſe Treaſure, which be brought 

ſafely to England, is ftriftly true in every Parti- 
cular. This Relation came originally from your. 
late worthy Neighbour the learned Dr. Derham 
of Upminſter. But as the diſcuſſing of this Mat- 
ter would take up more Time than I have at pre- 
ſent to ſpare, I will reſerve it for ſome other Oo. 
_ cafion, when I have greater Lei ſure. In the meant 
Time give me leave to ſay, that it is from an hu- 
mane and generous Treatment of Negroes, and indeed 
of all barbarous Nations in general, that we muſt 
expect ſuch Diſcoveries, as well as reap greater Ad- 
pantages in Trade, than other Nations. For what- 
ever ſome Men may think, human Nature is the 
ſame in all Countries, and under all Complexians ; 
and to fancy that ſuperior Power or ſuperior 
Knowledge gives one Race ef People a 7 tle to 
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ue another Race who are weaker or more ignorant 
with Haugbtineſs or Contempt, is to abuſe Power 
and Science, and in ſpite of both to ſhew ne. 
worſe Men- than thoſe who have neither, | 

" After giving you theſe Lights with eſpe ” the 
Subject that ſeem ta fixike ou ſo much, I ſhould 
take it as a kavour if in Return you would re- 
member the Requeſt I formerly. made you in Refe- 


rence to @ Diſcourſe upon Sir Walter Raleigh 


Golden Diſcoveries in South America, of which if 
You can procure me a Sight, it will much over- 
balance the little Trouble I have taten for your 
Entertainment, and will - effettnally. bind me to 
communicate any thing that ſhall hereafter fall in, 


my Way, and which you may eſteem worthy of 


your Notice. If that Paper comes to your Hand 
before you think of returning to London, if you. 
tranſmit it to the ſame Per ſon who delivered your 
aft, he will convey it very ſafely to me, whether 
1 foould be in Town or Country. I have . 
W to add, but that, Ke. = 


MEMOIRS 


Pe! E great Sauser of Guinea, 
dhe Senſe of our mercantile * 
ſeafaring People, is that Part o 7 

Africa which from Cape de V er 
or the Green Cape, in the North 
2 Latitude of 14 30 extends to 
the South and Faſt as far as the Coaſt of Angola, 
or to the River Congo, in the Latitude of 6* O 
South. The common Phraſe of the Coaft of 
Guinta | is very ſenſible, and very ſignificant ; ; for 
we really have little or no Knowledge of any thing 


but the Coaſt of this Country : For, except here 


and there, no body has proceeded above fifty 
Miles within the Continent; and hence it 9 


that 
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ſiace from the Lights derived to us from Anti- 
ls it appears, that theſe Countries were as| 


cable by Land. 


In the general Senſe before mentioned, and which 
allowing for'the Irregularity in the winding of th 


(ta) 
that che interior Parts of Africa are, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, the leaſt known of any in the 
World, with the Situation of which we are with 

ertainty acquainted. This ſhews the Advar 


kj 


of Navigation beyond Travelling for Diſcovery, . 


little known to the Ancients as to us, tho? they 
knew enough of one Part of the Coaft of Afric, 
to have penetrated into them, had it been * 


Guinz4a then, or the Coaſt of Guinea, who 


Shores, comprehends an Extent of four thouſand 
Engliſb Miles; and is divided into North Guinea, 
which comprehends. the Coaſt from Cape Verd ay 
Sierra Liona, and Guinea properly ſo called; 
which begins with Malaguetta, or the Grain Coaſt, 
then follows the Ivory or Tooth Coaſt, next the 
Quaqua, then the Gold Coaſt, beyond which "lies 
the Slave Coaſt ; and the remaining. Part 1s gene- 
rally called the Kingdom of Benin. | . 
The Situation of Guinea near the Equator ren- 
ders the Air ſcorching hot, which, with the fre- 
quent heavy Rains they have, makes it very un- 
wholeſome, eſpecially to Foreigners. The Earth 
is water d, beſides the Rains, by ſeveral little Ri- 
vers whith fertilize it, ſo that in ſome Parts of it 
they have properly two Summers and two Win- | 


ters, the latter not very ſevere, as conſiſting only | 


of continual Rains; which occaſions the unhealthi- 
neſs above mentioned, bur fatten the Ground, and 
make it fit to produce, as it does, great Quanti- | 
ties of Rice, Guinea Pepper, Indian Wheat, and 
tome Sugar Canes, Cotton, Millet, and | 

rt 


* 


| (13) 3 
ſorts of Grain and Fruits, peculiar to that Coun- 
try. It has alſo Gold Mines, Elephants, Cattle, 
Leopards, Tygers, wild Boars, Goats, Sheep, 
Hogs, Monkeys, Apes, very nimble and ſport- 
ful, beſides great Numbers of Birds of various 
ſorts, and a Breed of Poultry very ſmall. The 
Sea abounds in divers kinds of Fiſh, of which 
a large Account may be found in the many De- 
* #ſcriptions that have been given of theſe Countries. 
It is out of all doubt, that the Portugueſe were 
the firſt Diſcoverers of theſe Coaſts, notwithſtand- 
ing the Pretenſions of the French, who, if their 
\ own Words may be taken for it, are the Diſco- 
verers of every thing. But what is commonly 
ſaid of our knowing little or nothing of - theſe 
Parts till the Reign of Edward VI. is very far 
from being true. A very authentick Portugueſe - 
Hiſtorian informs us, that John the Second King 
of Portugal ſent a folemn Embaſſy to King Ed- 
ward IV. Anno Dom. 1481, to deſire that he 
would hinder John Tintam and William Fabian, 
"who were preparing Ships to go to the Coaſt of 
Guinea, in the Service of the Duke of Medina Si- 
donia, and they were accordingly prohibited. 
_ Notwithſtanding which, however, they found 
Means to accompliſh their Deſign, and actually 
doubled Cape Verde on the 5th of March 1482, and 
made fo profitable a Voyage, that tho' they divided 
their Gains with the Duke of Medina their Patron, 
yet they put one hundred thouſand Pounds a 
iece in their Pockets; and in the Year 1485, by 
int of Money, which had always a very great 
Power, they procured a Liberty to trade from 
Portugal, and made their Peace in England. Sir 
Peter Fabian, the Nephew of William Fabian, 
continued this Commerce with incredible Profit ; 
8 and 
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1 14 0 
and from that ra, tho* not always from Eig. 


land, Engliſh Subjects were conſiderable Adven- 


turers, till fuch Time as Queen Elizabeth granted 
a Patent to Thomas Gregory of Taunton in Somer- 


;ſetſhire, and William Pope, for carrying on a Trade 


to North Guinea, for a certain Number of Yeats, 


after which our Traffick thither increaſed, and fell ; 


from Time to Time under new Regulations. 


In the Reign of King Charles I. before the Ci 
5 vil War broke out, the Trade to this Country, 1 


which had ruined many private Adventurers for 
want of a Strength to protect it, and a Stock ſuffi- 


cient to carry it on, was put into better Order by 


a few wealthy and wiſe Citizens, who were con- 
cerned in farming the King's Cuſtoms ; and the 


Caſtle of Cormantyn was built at the ſole Charge 
of one of them, which was the firſt and principal 


Fortreſs of our Nation, tilt it was taken in the 


Year 1665 by the Dutch. Before the Year 1640 it 


— ————————— 


— — Ee cen 


was computed, that thoſe intereſted in the Guined | 


Trade divided upwards of fifty thouſand Pounds 


a Year ; and yet they ſuffered ſome Loſs and Diſ- l 
turbance from private Traders. The Number of f 


thoſe increaſed prodigiouſſy during the Troubles, 


notwithſtanding all the Protection that could be 
| procured for thoſe who maintained the Garriſons, 


from the ſeveral fluctuating Powers. that during 


this Time became vppermoſt. The Slave Trade : 
more eſpecially grew higher and higher by Degrees, 
in Proportion as our Colonies, and in particular 


that of the Ifland of Barbadbes, came to be in a 


flouriſhing Condition. So that, before the Reſto- 
ration, the purchafing Negroes in Guinea, and 


tranſporting them to the N- Indies, was become 


a ſettled and conſiderable Branch of Commerce, þ 7 * 


which dome who were intereſted in it early made 


— 
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confi Jerable Fortunes, notwithſtanding the n 
Inconveniencies to which they were fil pa 
for the want of a proper Regulation, as well as 
the Encroachment of Foreigners, and of the Dutch 
more eſpecially, who were indefatigable in their 
Labours to monopolize that, as they; had Gone 
other Trades, to themſelves. - + 
On the King's Return an Application was nde 
ſor putting this Commerce into a new and more 
beneficial Method, for the Sake, as was then ſug- 
geſted, of the E Engli ;þ Sugar Colonies, which: were 
in their moſt proſperous Condition, and for the 
better ſupplying them with Negroes, on whick 
their Plantations did at that Time, and ſtill do 
depend. Accordingly his Majefty King Charles II. 
in the fourteenth Year of his Reign. incorporated 
a Number of rich and active Merchants, under the 
Title of Royal Adventurers for eftabliſhing' and 
carrying on a Trade to ArzicA. But the Affairs 
gf that Company being extremely prejudiced be- 
fore, and in the Time of the firſt Dutch War, 
notwithſtanding that the Engliſb defended cheir 
Forts and Settlements with great Courage and Con- 
ſtancy, and gain'd ſome Advantages over their 
Enemies, it was found neceſſary to grant a new | 
Charter in 1672, with greater Powers and more 
extenſive Privileges. It was this that gave Birth 
to the Royal African Company of Ex oA D, which 
upon this Eſtabliſhment ſoon vindicated the Rights 
of the Nation, and carried on a moſt glonous 
and profitable Trade, coining thirty, forty, and 
fometimes fifty thouſand Pieces of Gold at a Time, 
which from thence received the Name of Guineus, 
and were diſtinguiſhed: by the Elepbant under the 
| Royal Head, out of the Metal they brought from 
thence, Beſides they exported vaſt Quamities- of 
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the Company's Blacks; as in the Fort itſelf, the 


its Proſperity, was regarded as one of its moſt im- 


Situation. But by flow Degrees, like the reſt of 'B 


(16 ) 
our native . and Manufactures, as ö 


* as abundance of Eaft India, and other Fo- 


reign Goods, and were in thoſe, Days conſidered; 
as meriting, in a very high Degree, the Favour. of 
the Crown, by the Services, they rendered their ! 
Country. 

Amongſt other Settlements which this Com- / 
pany thought fit to make for ſecuring and, extend- 
ing their Commerce, they had one at Aunamabge, | 
in the Fantin Country, upon the Gold Coaſt. This 
was at firſt no more than a Houſe with the Eng- | 


E. Company's Flag flying, to ſhew to whom it. | 


belonged ; but afterwards, with Conſent , of the 
- Natives, who received an annual Rent for the 


Ground upon which it ſtood, they built, in 1679, 
a very neat, beautiful, and ſtrong Fart, with 
Stone, Brick, and Lima This Fort was ſeated 


upon a Rock about 3 o Paces from the Strand, hav- 


ing 12 Braſs Guns 191 2 Patereroes mounted; and 


the Eſtabliſhment in thoſe Times was a chief 


Factor, 12 Whites, and 18 Grometto Nqgroes. 
The Beach, under the immediate Command of 
the Guns, was partly incloſed with a Mud Wall 
of eight Foot high, within which were Houſes for 


s were very neat and convenient, and the 
Warehouſes large and commodious; in ſhort, it 
was looked upon as the beſt and ſtrongeſt Place 
upon that Coaſt; and while the Company was in 


portant Poſts, as well in the Point of Trade as of 


the Fortreſſes in the Hands of that 1 Com- 
pany, it fell to Decay, loſt firſt its Beauty, - then | 
us Conveniency, and laſtly, its Strength: ſo that, | 
at this Tigne, it being of no farther VR or rather 
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(47) 
Ales * having loft the Capacity of ſupporti 
it, this Caſtle — been ſlighted. The Wills and 


ag 
- Ruins of it, however, ſtill remain, the Ground 


Rent is ſaid to be punctually paid, fo that the 
- Rights of the Company are ſtill preſerved ;' and if 
ſhe ſhould ever lift up her Head again, and re- 
cover any thing like her former Vigour, there is 
nothing to hinder the Fortfeſs of Annumaboc from 
reſuming once more its ancient Strength and Spleh- 
dour. But Whether that Time be, as ſome think, 
and many wiſh, Hand, or at 4 Diſtance, the 
: Wiſdom of the I ure will determine. 
The Fantin Colby is as happily ſituated as 
any upon the Cald Coaſt, Fi e near the 
Heart of it. The Extent of this Country, hbw- 
ever, is far from being great, making in tlie 
Whole little more than a Square of fifteen Miles; 
the Town of Fantin, from whence it receives its 
Name, being about that Diſtance from the Sea, 
+ -and the length of the Coaſt from Eaſt to Welt 
not. There are in it five or fix large Towns, 
[of which that of Arnamaboe is by much the moſt 
conſideible This Diſtrict is very fruitful, more 
2 in Corn, of which there is great Plenty, 
and in Which the Inhabitants drive a great Trade. 
way not deſtitute of Cattle; but what they | 
have are not much eſteemed, more efj in 
| N with thoſe of „ which ate 
fuller of [Juices and better taſted. The Sea af- 
fords them a great Variety of Fiſh; and taking 
all Things „this may with great Juſtice 
be ſtiled à very fertile and pleaſant Country. In 
deed no great * can be beſtowed 
upon the Air, which however is wholeſomer than 
at Whyder, or moſt of the Places on the Slove 
| ; B Coa ſt, 


[ ( 180) j 
Coaſt, becauſe the Country is higher, 1 is not fi 
much mcommoeded with Marſhes. 
As for the People of Fantin, they — Aa der 
4 * Republic, the chief Magiſtrate in which. is che 
| Braffo. of Annamubve, This Title, in the Lan- ö 
guage of the Country, ſignifies Leader or Chitf, | 
and he is aſſiſted by the Caboceiros, : Sages or od 
Men of the Town. It is univerſally agresd hy 
all the Writers who have mentioned this Flac, 
that the Number of fighting Men Therein, in at 
, leaſt equal to that of the 4<acent Kingdom of 
Saboe ;, and yet it is allowed, that the Inhabitanits ' 
of Aunamabue are not above one Act of the Fan- 
. tinian N ation, which has often, in Time of War, 
brought. an Army ef twenty-five thouſand Men 
into the Field ; * it is Aſſarted, that the preſent... 
Cbief of Annamabos, Father to the young Afniear 
now here, has been at the Heoad-of a greater Num- 
ber. The Liberty. which- theſe Poop le em males 
them both. powerful and rich: 5 the; EUR 
iſh, the Dutch, and the. Frenab, neither LOW 
nor. pretend to have any coerciye Power over 
them, nor ever had, tho the Town of Annumabve 
lay immediately under the Guns of the Engliſh 
Wer On the contrary, there have been Inſtances, 
at the Time the Affairs of the ENR Gompa ns 
e a good Sirnation 'thdt the Inhabitants 4 
— 5 when they thought chemſelves ill: uſell 
| by the Chief of che Def Fort, have obhged him 
40 tranſport hienſelf 0 Cape Conſt Caſtit, x: oi 
.whence a Succeſſor was ſent more to their Mind, 
en they would not have 'irecemed him. 
The Source of chis Power of theirs was in the | 
if Place their Capacity of keeping the Fort 
— blocked * and sutting W 


- 
* 


ö 


\ 


Chiefs of 
© roughly united, the)! 


. ges them to arm for their myitua 


make uſe of it to the Prejudice Sf Kis Toute 


in) 


of Frovifiens, by which et in che Place mt 
have been quickly ſtarved. They were alſo able 
upon ſuch a Ruprure, to have Tees all che Paſſes 
from the inland * Countries, _ particularly from 
Kanes, whenge great Numbers of Traders are 
ly coming down, who bring pot only 
tugh Gold, but a great many Slaves; and lafl;, , 
CC Id in ſuch a Caſe transfer their own Trac ſe, 
ich was very conſiderable, either to the Ditch, 


te che Engljh Juterloprrs, which we Thing 


equally fatal to che Company's Incerelt ; 
"therefore notwirhiſtanding cheir Fort, they were! 
all Times obliged. to live WL good Terms with 
the Inhabitants and Br: affy 0 Aynomabae, 2s their 
Buſineſs an -that CAuntry was Commerce not 
minion. i vr 
We may from hence en. dhe he & 
2 Fee Government in any Country or Climate upan 
h 3 for jt is certain that the Eantiniant, ever- 
ſince we have known any thing or them, have 
been altagether independent, and have found it go 
difficult Hatter $0 e theme ves Spit, all. 3% 
me in their hbo hood, that is, 
l the Negro Natigns tze ON to. ope abjokue Siet. 


Ps Hereditary or Eleftive, Nay the-very 


beſt 1 75 of : theſe Ae admit, that if tl 
e ſeveral 8 Villages were tho- 
Jl ſubdue inany 
of their Neighbours: But = the very dards 


of their Gaprament rendes Seat Io an 90 


expect this; for tho Sommon ly. 60» 
al Dea Ne 
ipicion-theſe Chiefs have-of .cach other, and 
their Apprehenſions that whogver was enfry 


wich the Command of an Army. akr 
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3 (20). 
erymen' 8 Liberties. at Heme, kee ps chem from 


forming any ſuch Projects. Beſides: their long 


fntercourſe with the Europeans, the vaſt Advan- 
ages derived to them from Trade, and the diffe- 


felt Spirit which the Nature of their Government 


excites,” keeps up ſuch an Equality amongſt them, 
4s renders any Attempt to change that Conſtitu- 
tion, from whence theſe Advantages ariſe, abſo- 
lutely impracticable. * 
The Dutch Writers generally beſtow very bard 
Names on theſe People; they ſay, they ate the, 


hayghtieſt, proudeſt, and ade inſolent Ne egroes 


on the Gold Coaft, which in plain Engliſh, means 
no more than that they are. the Wealthieſt and the 


Freeft, upon whom alt their Arts could never pre- 


to deal, they were obliged to act more upon the 
Square, than they were ever inclined to; and this. 
notwithſtanding Amperdam Fort at 'Cormanting 


Built where the Fortreſs formerly ſtood; Which 


Was the firſt we (as is before obſerved) ever erected 
for protecting our Commerce in Gaines. 
1 temporary Alterations 1 happen, 
R reſpect to this or that European Nation, yet | 
2 Trade to Guinea in general is always increaſing, 
*mſomuch that at preſent thoſe who underſtand it | 
delt, are inclined. to think, that there is not leſs 
than eighty thouſand Slaves exported annually from 


"thence, and of cheſe ſome judged that about a ſixth | 
BY 158 purchaſed at 5 to which Place, | 


has been ſaid, they are brought, as to a prin- 
al Marker, by the inland Traders. For the 1 
78 of the interior Countries in Africa, are con- 
ü at War wich each other, and the Priſoners 
" raken in Flight, or ſurprized in ſudden Excurfions. | 
e by Port Parties. Such alſo as are con- 

denmed 


—_— 


| © 0 
demnedTor ; great Offences, are this Way diſpo i 
of, and in —— Places when People — m- 
ſolvent, they are publickly expoſed to Sale for the.: 


Uſe of their Creditors, — 
There is no great Wonder therefore, that there: 
ſhould be a conſtant and regular Supply of .theſe : 
miſerable People, becauſe the Sources of their: 
Miſery, which are no-other!tthanithe Vices of their 
Governors and themſelves, are permanent. It 
may indeed appear ſurprizing, that ſuch prodi- 
gious Drains have not long ago entirely diſpeopled 
even the wide Regions of Africa; bur this will: 
ceaſe to be a Wonder, when the Populouſneſs of. 
this Country is conſidered in Places where the * 
People are not expoſed to the dreadful Scourges. 
of War and Famine, and are ſo happy as to en- 
Joy a moderate Share of Liberty. It as ſaid, che 
Fantin Country is not above two hundred Miles 
fquare, and that the Number of the People, :tak- 
ing in all Ages and Sexes, does not fall ſhort of, 
but rather exceeds fix hundred thouſand Souls; and 
from thence we may form ſome Idea of the many 
Millions that ahere muſt be in this huge Continent. 
Isa Country like Cuinea, where every Body 
eomes for wer they can get, where the Europeans 
have traded for no 4efs than four Centuries, and 
where for a hundred and fifty Years paſt ſeveral 
Nations have been bidding one àgainſt another; 
and in ſome Nations, Individuals in the ſame 
Market, that is: in Effect the Nation againſt them- | 
ſelves ; one need not wonder that the Negroes, 
dull as they. are (nor are they near ſo dull as they 
. are. repreſented) have been ſufficiently taught to 
avail themſelves of their own Power, and of che 
| Follies and Vices of the Europeans. The Per- 
Ae, when they were firſt plagued here E J 
'B g the 
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622 FO. 
N dle teh, 8 the Neg tot to debaſe theif 
Gold, fur niſtred them perks Tools and Mate- 
rials for that Purpofe. The Dutch practiſed tis 
fame thing in their Turn againſt the French, and | 

encouraged the laudable Practice of Panyarring, 
that is, Man-ftedling. It is allowed, that under | 
ſo gbod Maſters the Negroe- Traders heve itriprov- | 

ed vaſtly, ſo that the Nratra Gold is ſometimes | 
not worth above twenty Shillings an Ounce; and 
it is recorded that a French Captain, the firſt Time mal 
he viſited the Gold Coaſt, had a very large Quan⸗ 
tity of Co opper Filings impoſed upon him 88 the | 


Duſt of that precious Metal. | 
© An Englip Offiesr of great Experience and 

Incegriry, having once expoſtylared with a Kaf- 
ble Negro upon the Iniquity - of theſe 8 ö 
and their Endeavours to raiſe continually their 


Prices upon ſuch as came ſo far, and with ſo — 
Danger, to furniſn them with the Conveniencies 
of Life; the latter very pertinentiy anſwered, | 
1 That it was tru they ſer but a ſmall Value on | 

<& their Gold before the Europeans came 1 


= them; but abſeiving their. Eagerneſs and Ayi= 
„ dity for it, they took it to be their Ferre. or | 
Deity, and that to be ſure their own Countries 
„ muſt be very poor and thin, otherwiſe they 
<< would not leave them and run ſo many Hazards to 
pick up a little Duff; and a few back Men, fot | 
66 whom: they expe! od ſa much Scorn and Con» 
* tetnpt.”? "This plainly ſheys, that good Senſe 
d the: Companion: of all Complexions, and that - 
the Brain in Aae Heads vas made for the ſame 
Purpoſe as in white, whatever 1 People my | 
&.. WO"! 800 12 4 
= "Thai is another; and indved; a more innodent 
N by * the e enden to Ati | 
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(28) 
tach ſuch. Negroes, as have a Power of ſerving 
them, by -whareverTitles they are. diſtinguiſhed; ſpr 
in that too, when it ſerves. their Purpoſes, they 
Are as laviſh as the proudeſt don. of Jet can deſire, 
and this Method is beſtowing upgn them their own 
Country Names. The Portugue/e calls the Ne- 
groe Chief, who i is his F rtends Don Pedra, or Don 
Antonio ; the Exgliſh give him the familiar Name 
of Fack or Tom; and the French ſhew their good 
Breeding by more ſounding Appallations. All 
mean the ſame Thing at bottom, which is to, fix 
Che Negroe new named nd in their parti. 
- cular Intereſt. 

Mr. Atkins, who was 8 urgeon to Sir Chalojier 
Ogle, and publiſhed an Account of his Voyage to 
(vines, obſerves, that one Jobn Conny, who was 
LCaboceire at Cape Tres Puntas, exacted a Duty 
of an Qunce of Gold from every Ship that came to 


Water there, and ſent .a poor bare-legged Black, 


armed with a gold headed Cane, with the Name 
Toba Conyy inſeribed upon it, to levy it. Tho 
 #aglih Officer, who went aſhore with the Men, 
— — this Demand with the utmoſt Contempt, 
and inſtead of complying with it, peſtowed upon 
Jehys Meſſenger 3 handiome Volley of Sea Com- 
Pliments, interſperſed with hard Names and, Exe- 
_ «rations, Upon which Jobn ſeized all the Water 
Caſks, and made ten · or twelve Men Priſoners, by 
the help of a ſtrong Detachment of his . 
Coloured Subjects,” The Officer having now 
learnt more Civilicy, applied himſelf with * — 
Manners to Job Cunny, and began very learnedly - 
0 inform him of the Diſtinction between a Mer- 
cChantzman, and a Man of War, and that the latter 
. a King's Ship, paid no. Duties; but Jahn, 
moved by his Sea E nerd prongked 4 
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the former inddlenec, broke his Head, adding at ; 


the ſame time with an Oath, Me King here, and 
foa Treaty was commenced ; and after ſatisfaction 
for the Affront, as well as for the liberty of water- 
ing, the Cafks were replevied, and carried on board 
Fall to the mutual ſatisfaction of both Parties. 
This Fohn Conny was, in the Tear 171 
— of the Brandenburg Fort, at the 2e A 
tioned, where he lived; bur the Dutch 
thought the Habitation too good for him, and 
rherefore ſent three Frigates and a Bomb Veſſel. to 
demand. ir, pretending that the Brandenburghers | 'f 
had fold it to them. Jobn received this Meſ- 
ſage with reſpect, but faid, They ought to 
have ſent him the Deed of Sale, but that 
* however the Brandenburghers could fell no 
* more than they had, and that if they had fold | 
<« the Brick and the Lime, they might take 1 
them away; that for the Ground the Branden- 
+ burghers paid him Rent for it, and ſince they 
had quitted it he was not diſpoſed to let it to 
any more white Men, but would live on it 
x himfelf?* The Republicans treated him upon 
this as if they conſidered him as a Monarch, that 
is to ſay, they had recourſe to the /af Reaſon of 
Kings, cannonaded and bombarded fiercely for 
ſome Hours, and - then ſent an Officer and 
Men to take poſſeſſion of the Fort, which they | 
fancied by 1 this time John had abandoned. He 
had fo, bur it was to poſt himſelf and his Subjects 
behind ſome Buſhes that lay upon the Road, and 
he had a ſmaller Ambuſcade a * Bitte farther, 
ſhewing themſelves as the Dutch approached 
very imprudently threw away their Fire; 
which Jobn attacked, ſurrounded, and cut 
all to pieces, paved the Entra nce to his Hox 


3 (25). 1 
Ulk their Sculls, and remained fix Years ik in 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the Fort which his old Te- 
nanrs the Brandenburg bers had relinquiſhed. 
Amongſt other Places that have of late Years 
mended their Condition, we may reckon the Town 
of  Anuamaboe, which commands. all that Coaſt, ' 
and is the Center of Trade for the Fantin Coun- 
try. The Braffo, Head Caboceiro, or Negros 
Chief, values himſelf upon his Engliſh Name, 
which is John Corrente; he has enjoyed that Poſt 
long, is a Man, who to very good natural: Parts' 
having joined much Experience, is regarded even' 
by the Europeans, as à very ſenſible Perſon ; and 
as he directs all Things in a Place that is abſo- 
lutely independent, and in Right of that directs 
the Commerce of the whole Coaſt, he has been 
all along courted, and careſſed by ſuch as have 
found it their Intereſt to deal with him. 
Heis a very conſiderable Trader himſelf in Gold, 
Slaves, and whatever elſe the Country affords, W 
and lived always upon very good Terms with the 
Servants of the African Company, who have on 
15 their Side taken care to pay him his Rent v 
exactly for the Fort, and that too fince they found 
it no longer in their Power to keep it. For it y 
to be obſerved, that though they ſlighted that 
Fort, yet they have always had a great Attention 
to the Trade of e s and have laboured as 
much as in them lay to preſerve it; in order to 
which it Was neceſſary to maintain and N. 
Wee the Friendſhip and good Faith of this potent 
„Negroe, which is now the only Security they have 
for it. This ſufficiently ſhews the Nature of his 
Office, and the Extent of his Power; and 
there are ſome other Inſtances which may here be 


ey proper mentioged,-as, plainly pau the 
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no other 


to deal with whom they pleaſed, and to vend their 
Commodities how, when, where, and to whom | 
chey. thought proper. 
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Neceſſity of their living well with him, and eren 
of having ſome degree of Complaiſance for a Per- * 


fon of his Character, whether we beſtow upon it 
l in dr an Engliſh Title, that is, whether we 


fe, Prince, or plain Jobn Car. ' 
W e. | 


Now it * be obſerved, that the French, * | 


are. very well eſtabliſhed at #byda, have been for 


ears deſirous of having a Share in the / 

Trade of Annamaboe, and for that Purpoſe took 
extraordinary Pains to, gain the  good-will of the 
Cabaceir. 6 58 as know! ing no better, indeed 
ay to ptocure it. Neither will it ap- 

ar at all ſtrange or unbecoming 1 in him, that he 
accepted of theſe Addreſſes, or entered into a Cor- ) 


reſpondence with them; for the Fantinians, as be- 
fore obſerved, were never under any kind of ſub- 


jection to the Company, even in its moſt proſpe- ( 
rous Condition, but held themſelves at full liberty . 


What without doubt induced him the more 


readily to enter into Dealings with them, was not 


joy the ſuperior Civilities, but the ſtrict Juſtice 
generous Way of trading that he met with 


ngſt them; for it muſt be allowed, that the 


8 find all theſe Qualities in the Subjects of | 


that Crown, who are employed in the Manage- 

men of Affairs in Africa. Yet no Argument 

muſt be drawn from hence in favour of — Peo- | 
. 


* 


I 
we , for Q 
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fer the Eſtablihment chat they have at Whydaw, 
* which they call Jula, and the Dusch Fida, is ale 
moſt the — one, at leaſt of any Importance, chat 
they have upon tlie Coaſt of Guinea, and therefore 

to ſupply the want of Force they have recourſe” to 
5 — Ai F enn, and ging. 

a good Price. 

No from whatever Motives Men are led to 
beluve in this manner, it is certain that let therm 
be of What Colour they Will, or come from where” 
they will, they muſt be regarded as honeſt Tra- 
ders, and good Cuſtomers; indeed of late Fears 
this Trade is grown of very high Conſequence to 
that Nation, becauſe of the preſent Demand of 
| Negroes from their American Colonies, which is 
dhe Neaſon of their being fo attentive to wliatever 
may promote and extend their Commerce o the 
| Coalt of Gainen; and this: it is that engages 
them to act in the matmer they do, and to neg 


wich the black Chiefs, or of ſupplanting their 
_ in Trade; who were ſettled here long before 
In this, without queſtion, they act wiſely 

— 2 nor with any Reaſon can we blame 
chem; but at the ſame time it oughr to put us up 
on our guard, and excite us to be very activt and 
vigilant in an Affair which ſo nearly concerns our 
Honour and Intereſt, and in which, notwithiſtahd - 


ing all their Arts and Influence, they cun never! 


hurt us, unlefs by Negligence or ENTIRE: a 
concur to prejudice ourſelves, 

But cho? the great Aſſiduity and . 
ley of theſe new Traders made ſome kmpreſſion 
ußon the Negro Caboreiro, and induced him {6 


far to gratify their Inclinations as to tale off con. 


6 Quantities of their Goods, and to 1 


le& no Opportunity of ingratiating themſelves 
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den in verum with Gold we Slaves: He moe! 
withſtanding continued to keep up 2 fair Cor- 
reſpondence with our African Company, and 
ſhewed them it was not a mere Compliment when 
he valued himſelf upon being an Engliſhman. The 
French ſaw and were Frog. at this, becauſe it 
hurt their national Vanity, at the ſame Time that 
it was prejudictal to their Intereſt, they redoubled 
their Attacks therefore in order to engage him en- 
tirely: for tho? they could have no Hopes of en- 
groſſing the Trade, yet chey were exceſſiyely de- 
ſirous of being he moſt. favoured Nation at 
Annamaboe. To carry this to its utmoſt Extent, 
_ they boaſted mightily of the great Power of their 
King, the Magnincence of bis Court, the Extent, 
of his Dominions, the Number, Wealth, and Po- 
liteneſs of his Subjects. Honeſt John Corrente, 
who had imbibed a Tincture of the Exgliſb Spirit, 
would now and then crofs them a little, — 1 1 
ed. to doubt whether all they ſaid: was true; upon 
which they took Occaſion to propoſe his ſending | 
one of his Sons over to France, who might not 
only ſee that Matters were really as they had lar. 
od them, but might himſelf feel the good Effects 
of the clear Light, in which they had repreſented 
the Power, the Probity, and the kind Behaviour g 
of the Caboceiro of Amamabloe. C 
At firſt this made little or no ne but 
being earneſtly puſhed and aften repeated, oo Ne- 
£25 Chief began to reflect within himſelf upon the 
| ences that might attend it, and the Ad- 
_— that muſt ariſe from having one of his 
_ Children more knowing, and by far better bred 
than any of his Countrymen ever. were ; and by 
running this r he ſaw, or at leaſt 
1. jog be. fav, fo fait. a ** W 


(29) 
Vith ſd few Difficulties or Inconveniencies, Ut 
in the End he conſented to their Propoſition, ' and 
declared his Reſolution, that when the next Prench 
Ships came to Whydaw; he would ſend one of his 
Sons on board them, to be carried by them to 
France at their Return, which gave thoſe who 
e this Matter vaſt Satisfaction: 
It is a vulgar, and at the fame Time a moſt 
erroneous Opinion, that the Negroes: upon the 
(Coaſt of Guinea have little or no Tenderneſs for 
their Children, bur ſell them frequently for Slaves 
without Concern. This is ſo far from being true, 
that no People in the World, generally ſpeaking, 
expreſs greater Kindneſs for their Offapring than 
they do, allowing for the Manners of the Coun- 
try, and the Hardineſs with which they ate brought 
up. On ſome Parts of the Coaſt indeed, if Chil- 
dren zre-undudfal, upon Complaint to the King 
or Magiſtrates, they are thrice admoniſhed : an 
at length the Father has a Power given him, to pre- 
vent worſe es, to ſell them in cafe 
«they will not be reclaimed; but this very 
directly refutes that Notion. It. muſt dewerer be 
granted, that Inſtances there are of Negroes ſell- 
ing theit Children; but in Times only of exceſſive 
Flamine, when they part with them to mer 
© "he Childrens Lives and their wum . 
This was the Caſe about twenty Years: a- 
— the People of Vhydam, when the Kee ot 
Dabome drove them out of their Country, and 
obliged them to take Shelter upon ſeveral barren” 
Iſlands not far from the Coaſt; where, for want 
of Canoes, it was impoſſible for his Troops to fol- 
low them. The Diſtreſs to which — ae 
driven in ſuch * of Neceſlity,. IG 
is > ctions 
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_ Alſtions from turning to the Prejudice of their * 
mexal Characters. Iunger and the Sword are 
very praſſing Agents with white People as welll 
as Hack „ and therefore, what they comps] Man 
49» can never be taken for the Cuſtom of aße 
Nation. In the preſent Inſtance, the Pregaution 
of the Negro Clive f Jhews him et 40 hve | beep | 
A All deſtkute, Sicher of ſaound Senſe or paternal 
Affectian; he thought jc for his om Intereſts, ano 
4or that f his Family, to fend ne gf his Sons to 
France bur that Son-was, born f a Slave, Which 
i Cie among the Negroes that creates 
a kind 2 and we ſhall ſee that hr 
r when he.thonght fit 
40 truſt another Child in Exgliſb Hands. 
3 young Negro was ſent quer to Frame | 
Recommendations to the Compapy; 
anche made not Only 4 :ſtropg Amprefiion on 
"thoſe to, hom they were addrgſſed, hut alſo up- | 
-op'the Court, toe which they were e . 
#pmMmunicared.. . The Son of the African Chef 
Was- fecuived withall the LAanms- due to a Prince; 


de vas not only chaathed, lodged, maintained, and 


Anended, hut æducated, in all Repects in a Manner 
table, to, one of that Nignuy s anf as ſuch was 
esived and treated at / Caurt, where he appeared .. 
on all Occaſions in, a ſplendid Pref, and was al- 
lowed: to wear a Knot upon his right Shoulder, 
which as now e are ſa well acquainted Ah n | 
'Cyſtoms:needs no Explanatien. 

Due Cate vas taken: to inform the Father 91 his 
Son Reception and Situation; and after he ;had 
* in France à proper Time, and all ima- 
„Dinable Care hal bern. taken te ſhew. chim every 

6 high Aden — 


(31) 
aud People, he: was ſent home in one of -:the'Corn- 
pany's Ships, in a very handſome. Mannet, and 
with fine-laced Cloarks rc to dazzle: the Eyes uf the 


Negroes, and to draw the Father , over. emmraly 


to the French Intereſt. There is n doubt te be 
made that he. was very welcome to the od Cabo 
ceiro, who was highly pleaſed to. fee is Sum fate 
tetiirned to Africa, and to hear what raiglty Ho- 
"Hours had been paid him in Zarape; be expraſſad 
hiniſelf in very full Terms upon his Subject 


e 
French Agents, with whom he dealt more —— 


Tb Conduck of che K . þ Nation will er 


7 more laudable the more it is weighell, the mare 
it is fiftecl and conſidered; for unoubtedh no- 
thing meren to the ſpreading, a ge- 


the Negroes, or produce a ſtrongar Effect upon 
the particular Perſon it was meant to gam. All 
the Inland Traders coming from cthe moſt diſtant 
Part of Africkito bring their Gold and Slaves o 
 +Awnamabue, had an Opportunity of ſoeing the 
young African in all his French Finery, and to 
bear from his on Mouth, not only the FTaſtimo- 
. nies of Reſpect paid him, and the high Civilitirs 
; "ſhewn him by-Perſons of the firſt Quainy, and 
duch as were nbareſt in Power and Blood. to ale 
Throne; but alſo che vaſt Extent of the Domiti- 
ons, the Number and Diſcipline of the Furces the 


Afffuence and Proſperity vf .theiPeople ſubinct 20 


ibe French King. The Creiir due to hin t- 


counts were doubly inforced tby his being an Rye - 

witneſs, relating what. he aw, 'whar the chath an 

Apporaniny examining and What dit — 
PO 


neral geo Opinion of the French Nation amongſt 
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* himſelf a Negro, their Countryman, one 
whom they had no Cauſe to ſuſpect, and whoſe 
Appearance, joined to the concutring, Teſtimo- 
nies of his Father, and the French Traders, deliver- 
ed them from any Arenen of his a 
to deceive tbem. 
So high a Character to be und amongſt 0 
many Thouſands of People was very cheaphy 
purchaſed by two or three Years e to a ſingle 
Man, and the Preſent of a few fine Cloaths when 
he was ſent home. It ought alſo to be conſider- 
ed as a convincing Proof of the Abilities and Inte- 
grity of rhe Company's Agents in Africa, Who 
both formed and executed a Scheme of ſuch Con- 
- ſequence to their Nation, with ſo great Dexterity, 
- and who were „ by 
the Company a Court. We art apt 
enough to French. Cuſtoms, French Faſhion, | 
and French Taſte in Trifles z in this Reſpe& ir 
- would not be amiſs to copy their Policy, finco * 
is very certain that the Trade of France is 
- muck the Care of the Court; by which, to ſayß 


the Truth, it prigcipally thrives ; for wanting the 


Advantages that we poſſeſs, an extenſive Freedom, 
and a Number of wealthy Merchants, nothing 


could contribute to fix and eſtabliſh their Trade 
: here, in the Zaſt Indies, or in the Weſt, if che 


Court did not lend its Influence and Aſſiſtance. 


It was not only with the Exgliſß and French 


c Companies that the Caboceiro of Annamabae main- 
tained a cloſe Correſpondence, but with the ſepa- 


.rate Traders of the former Nation alſo, who in 


madern Times have much improved and .extend- 
_ ed cheir Commerce: in thoſe” Parts, nat * * 


* 
ws — 


ible for him to be deceived in; and by his; be- 


| 


| 
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the Advantage they have of Tong - without the 
Incumbrances of Forts, Garriſons, and regular 
Eſtabliſhments, of all which however they enjoy 
the Protection, but by their keeping a Kind 2 
ſettled Magazines or floating Factories almoſt con- 
Raptly = | os Corn, from whence they are rarer 
to ſupply the Negroes.contmually with a Variety 
EI ok: and that too at a very cheap Rare, 
which, tho' a Convenience and an, Advantage to 
thoſe People, finks the Value of Britiſh Commo- 
dities and Manufactures in Guinea, and raiſes the 
\ 2 Slaves in our Colonies in the Nest In- 

With theſe Traders the Caboceirs had a con- 
Rant Intercourſe, took off vaſt Quantities of their 
Effects, and afforded them in return the Prime 
of every Thing chat came to his Hands. For In- 


* 


tereſl is a univerſal Deity, the Fgttiſb, as 27 
S rs a RAE 
Europeans; and notwithitanding any Ties of 
F riendſtup and old Acquaintance with the African 
Ton s Servants, towards whom he always 
gas, imſelf with, Civility and Reſpect, his 
3 ilies, for the Reaſons beforementioned, were very 
frequent to the ſeparate Traders, and from the 
very ſame Motiyes, thoſe who were entruſted 
ih the Mangement of their Concerns, paid 
kim all the Marks of extraordinary Complaiſance 
that the higheſt Pitch of Negroe Vanity could 
expect or defive ; they knew kis Influence, which 
7 om wy to, court him, 27 when o 
of the Reach of it (as is natural enough) tl 
may affect to ridicule and deſpiſe it. 
A certain Captain, who was one of the prin- 
Apel Directors of this, _ of Commerce, and 
As; | ; "= 5 more 
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more eſpecially of the new Scheme, laboured 
with all the Addreſs of which he was Maſter, to 
render. himſelf a Favourite with the Caboceiro of 
Annamahboe ; in order to which, © he neglected 
nothing that mig either contribute to promote 
his Intereſt, r gratify his Inclinations ; he was 
remarkably Ponctusl in all Tranſactions with him, 
and very willing to give him Credit (which is 
often neceſſary) for as much and as long as his 
Occaſions required. In ſhort, he not only ſought 
to acquire his Confidence as a Trader, but took 
every Step that he could poſſibly deviſe” to live 
with him upon the familiar Footing of a Friend; 
and the better to accompliſh this, he put on a 
ſeeming Affection for the Negroes, and a Degree 
of Complaiſance for their Manners ; which, how- 
ever little to their Honour, it muſt be confeſſed 
is not very unuſual amongſt the Europeans of 
every Nation, who have for a Courſe of Years 
frequented the. Coaſt of Guinea. | 
By the Practice of Arts like theſe, it is not at all 
ſtrange that he fully accompliſhed his Deſign; and 
grew not only into ſuch Credit, but into ſuch 
Intimacy with John Corrente, that he was ſcarce 
more Maſter on board than aſhore, which an- 
ſwered all his Purpoſes perfect as well with 
Regard to Eaſe and Convenietty in living, as 
procuring unuſual Advantages in his Dealings, 
which turned, or might have turned very much 
to his Account. For there is' nothing that gains 
more upon the Negroes, more eſpecially in their 
own Country, and where they are not at all in 
Danger of feeling the Effects of a ſudden Change 
of Temper, than this familiar Manner of aflo- 


clating with them, which proceeds from their 
"mon | natural. 


(350 
muatural Deference for white Men, and the Pleaſure. 
as well as Pride they have in living upon a Level 
and an Equality with them; which at the ſame 
Time contributes not a little to heighten the Re- 
verence and Reſpect paid them by thoſe of their 
own Complexion, who are naturally apt to fancy 
chat there muſt be Qualities peculiarly . great and 
noble, in Perſons, ho are thus admitted into Friend- 
ſhip, and a cloſe Correſpondence with Captains 
and others of ſuperior Rank among the hires. 
| Beſides, it affords them many Opportunities of 
prying into, and diſcovering what otherwiſe they 
could never any. Way reach, as the Negroes are- 
a cunning and ſubtle People, in common with 
other barbarous Natiens ; for this Turn of Mind 
is chiefly owing to want of Education, and a 
Power of thinking extenſively, that forces Men 
to aim at compaſſing what they want by the 
Strength of their own narrow Abilities, which | 
drives them into crooked Paths, juſt as Workmen | 
perform Things but rudely and imperfe&tly Who 
have the Uſe only of a few, and thoſe, it wy be, 
but coarſe and 3 JR. *<; - © 3 
It was to this Captain particularly, that the 
Caboceiro of Aunamaboe opened himſelf frequently 
upon the Head of his Son's Voyage to France, 
and the Senſe he had of the great Honours that were 
done him during his Reſidence in that Country ; 
aſking at the ſame Time, what Difference there | 
was between France and England? whether the latter 
was as good a Country, the King as powerful, 
or his Subjects as rich? to which the Captain 
gave ſuch Anſwers as he judged convenient, not 
apprehending perhaps at firſt, to what theſe In- 
| ores tended. When Opportunities offered, the 
5 C 2 Caboceiro, 


5 e * 
of the 8 s Set vants as he had — — | 
to tranſact Buſineſs with, from whom he receiv- 
ed more clear and explicit Anſwers, and who 
told him plainly that the French were a Nation 
that delighted in Pomp and Splendout ; but that 
the Engliſb were auch ſupetior to them in Naval 
Power, and in the Extent of their Trade; of which 
the Negroe was eaſily convinced, on com | 
the Number of Ships fent by the two Nations 
on the Coaſt of Guinea. From theſe Conver- 
ſations, he picked up Hints that were very ſervice- 
able to him in many Reſpects, and enabled him 
to ſift even out of the French Traders themſelves 
Matters of gt that left him no Room to doubt 
of the Truth of what the e had. told, 
him. 

This dwelt vety 7 much upon his Mind, and 
Finding bow uſeful the 3 which one of 
his ns had acquired by Travel was, by his ſerv- 
ing as an Interpreter with one Set of People, he 
had a Mind to procure the like Advantages, by 

employing another Son to enter as thorou 
into the Affaird of another Nation; which from 
their Superiority in Trade, and much greater 
Variety of Commodities and Manufactures in which 
they dealt, promiſed ſtill greater Advanta 
Several Accidents concurred to fortify him in Sis 
Opinion; but particularly his n that the 

Engliſh ſeparate Traders were much keener, and 
more expert in the Management of their Buſineſs 
than the French; that they frequently formed 
Schemes of outwitting them in their Commerce, and, 
generally 1 ſucceeded in it; and in 
bo ng waz the more confirmed by conferring 


with 


(37) 
with the maſt experienced of his own Nation, 


whoſe "Obſervations concurred in this Particular, 


as likewiſe did thoſe of the Inland Merchants, 
| whoſe Demands were chiefly for Britiſh Goods 
and MenufaQtures. | 

The Son he intended to ſend to England, and 
who is actually here at preſent, was his greateſt 


Favourite; his Mother was nat only a free We- 
man and his chief Wife, but alſo the Paughter of 


one of the principal Perſons in the Country. The 
Youth had been always diſtinguiſhed by the quick- 
neſs of his Parts, and 5 Affability of his Behaviour, 
as well as by a graceful Deportment, and a very 
agreeable Perſon. He had lived for a Time, when 


\ perfect Child, in the Fort with one of the Afri. 


can Company's 282 Officers, where he had 
learned to ſpeak Engliſh, and had acquired a great 


Confidence in as well as a ſincere Affection for the 


Nation. The old Caboceiro encouraged this Diſ- 


poſition in him all he could, told him frequently 
that himſelf was an Engliſhman, and that he ought 


tg think himſelf ſo too; that the Engliſh were 
their heſt Friends, and treated them wich the moſt 
Kindneſs, that they were a great and powerful 
Nation, as appeared from the 1 Number — Ships 
that arrived annually. in the Road af Annamabar, 
and their rich Cargoes ; that their Dominions in 
ather Parts muſt be very large and productive of 
vaſt Riches, ſince they bought yearly ſuch a Num- 
ber of Blacks, who were employed in their Tillage 
and C ultivation, and that therefore he could nog da 
better than to improve that Kindneſs and Eſteem 
they had far. him, by endeavouring every Day to 
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1 
As theſe Rules ſuited exactly with his Inclina- © 
tion, the Lad purſued them with all the Spirit and 
Diligence imaginable, attached himſelf entirely to 
the Engliſh who frequented the Port, and from 
| thence was taken Notice of and careſſed by them 
in a very extraordinary Manner. The French 
Traders eaſily perceiving how much this Son was 
beloved of his Father and reſpected in the Family, 
as well as pleaſed with the Modeſty of his Car- 
riage, and his ſuperior Abilities, were not wanting 
in their Applications, which however had very 
little Effect; for tho* he was never deficient in 
Civility, yet his Humour of piquing himſelf upon 
being an Engliſþman, and the ſtrong Impreſſions 
he had received in the Fort, gave him a Diſtaſte 
to that Nation, which it was not poſſible for him 
to conceal, He was beſides very little ſtruck with 
Finery, and had accuſtomed himſelf to a frank 
and open Manner of expreſſing his Sentiments, 
without the Gloſs of Compliments or any dar 
Amongſt all the People that had Buſineſs with 
the Caboceiro of Annamaboe, the Captain before- 
mentioned had not only the greateſt Credit with 
him, but was the freeſt and moſt intimate with his 
Family; and ſeeing his Father's Affection for 
him, profeſſed always a peculiar Regard and a 
ſingular Tenderneſs for this Youth; who on his 
Part loved him with the Sincerity natural to his 
Fears, and teſtified as much Duty towards him 


zãʒs if he had been his Father. When therefore 


the old Caboceiro expreſſed in general Terms his 
Wiſh, that ſome Opportunity might offer of ſend- 
ing him to England that he might be educated 
there, and acquire that Knowledge which render- 


1 4 


( 39 þ-- 
ed white Men ſo much ſuperior to themſelves, 
and to the reſt of the Negroe Nations; it was 
very agreeable News both to the Lad and to the 
Captain. 1 1 

The former, to whom the Engliſh had given 
the Name of Cup1p, as moſt expreſſive” of his 
ſweet and amiable Temper, ſhewed the greateſt 
Willingneſs imaginable to enter into his Father's 
Scheme, and to make a Voyage to Europe; as on 
the other Hand the Captain ſeemed to be raviſh'd 
with the Propoſal, which at once ſhewed the Con- 
fidence of the old Man, and afforded him an Op- 
| Porrunity of adding to the Marks of Kindneſs 
and Good-will, that he had formerly given to his 
Son. Their Voyage to England was thencefor- 


Ward the ſole Topick of their Converſation ; the 


Father was ſettled in his Reſolution, the Boy was 
delighted with ir, and the Captain ſpoke to him 
in a Language that was perfectly paternal. He 


was continually forecaſting what Advantages he 
might draw from this Adventure, and without 


knowing it, was a very true Prophet of the Reſpect 
and Eſteem which the young Man would 3 
attract by his good Qualities, when in Englan 

In a Word, this Project was the great, Topick 


of Diſcourſe in the Family, and they all delighted 


themſelves with the Expectation of ſeeing with 


what mighty Improvements their young Eng- 


Iiſoman would return to Aunamaboe. 
As che Seaſon was at a Diſtance in which the 


Captain propoſed to depart, all Parties had ſuf- 
ficient Leiſure to contemplate their reſpective 
Schemes in every Light, of which they were ca- 
pable, and to flatter their Imaginations. with any 
Circumſtances that might ſet off and adorn- ts 
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ppoling them 23 low and mean as oP ; 
| who 


(40). 

The Caboceiro might probably propoſe the pre- 
ſerving in his Family that Poſt of Honour, 4 
in its Nature elective, by rendering his Children 
ſo much ſuperior in Knowledge to his Country- 


| 
| 


men; and as the ſame time qualifying them to 
ſerve the Community with ſuch extraordinary Ad- 


vantages. His darling Son ran over in his Mind 


all the ſtrange Things he had heard in the Engliſh 
ort, or among the Traders and Sailors of that 


A 1 * r a> beet +» 


Nation : : He pleaſed himſelf with the Hopes of - 


a 


ſeeing theſe, and of co br OH. 3 , 
which in ſpite of a 


Multitude of Subjects, 


his Inquiries he hid only dark and confuſed Ideas. =» 


In reſpe& to the Captain, it may be. preſumed 


from his future Conduct, that he looked upon his 


young Pupil as an Acquiſition of ſo much Wealth 


as he would ſell for, and applied himſelf beſides | © 
to make all the Uſes in his Power of the Caboceiro's | 


Intereſt and Influence, while he remained in the 
Country 

An this had been all alo ng of very great Be- 
peft to him, and tho? the Caboceiro did not enter 
in every Reſpect into his Views, he had made him 
fubſervient to his carrying into Execution moſt of 
his Projects, by which himſelf and his Aſſociates 
had gained the Reputation of being among the 
| Number of the moſt clear-fighted and adroit Traders 
that ever viſited the Coaſt of Guinea. What 
Returns both the old Cabocier and his Son have 


met with for their Friendſhips, Hoſpitality and 


Favours, the World is not unacquainted with 


20d what Right they haye to treat with be wol 


ignominious and contemptible Language the Ne- 
in neral, Mankind will likewiſe Judge. 
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who hate and deſpiſe them moſt can repreſent 
them; this can afford na Juſtificgtion for deceiy- | 
ing or maltreating them. There is certainly no 
| Credit to be acquired by eytwitting the Igng- 
' rant, nor will it prove a Recommendation in any 
Country under the Cape of Heaven, for Man 
who have had a good Education, to compaſs their 
on Ends by impoſing falſe Colours upen fuck 
as they look upon as beneath them in every Re. 
ſpect. What Grounds there is for this Opinion, 
or how Man can differ from Man, but by the 
Arn, Virtues of the Mind, the beſt Judges 
will find it hard to diſtinguiſh, ſince as to all other 
Advantages they are meerly accidental, and he 
who makes the beſt uſe of them is the beſt, Man, 
Jet his Complexion be black or bite. 
At length the Time came that the Captain had 
finiſh'd his Affairs upon the Coaſt, and was to 


Jerez which gore e Paige rol Ke 


tze old Man was deſirous that his Son ſhould ge 
ſpeedily, that be might have the better Chance of 
living to ſee him return Home. The ſprightly 
"Youth, full of the fond Hopes of ſeeing the 
World, was impatient to depart ; the Captain gave 
not the leaſt Cheek to their Hopes, but an the 
contrary, continued to inſpire his Pupil with a 
paſſionate Deſire of viewing all the Beauties of an 
Illand the moſt celebrated in the known Werld. 
His Conduct was in every reſpect as kind as it had 
ever been; and indeed the noble Youth does him 
even now the Juſtice to acknowledge, char he 

had no Hardſhips to complain of in the Paſſage, 
and that on the contrary, he treated him with all 
the Tenderneß, all the Attention of a . 1 
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This no doubt confirmed him entirely in thoſe. | 
Seien of Reſpect and Veneration, which he 
had been ſo long accuſtomed to have for his Fa- 
cher's Friend, and kept even the (lighteſt Suſpi- 
cion from entering into his Thoughts. Under 
this happy Deluſion he compleated his Voyage 
from the Road of Annamaboe, to Bridge-Town 
in Barbadoes; nor was he undectived even there. 
The very ſame Behaviour was kept up to the 
laſt, and the unfortunate Youth had not the leaſt 
P orelight of the impending Evil, till like a Tor- 
rent it came pouring upon him all at once; and but 
for the Interpoſition of Providence, had irretrieva- 
bly buried him in Miſery and Deſpair. 

"When the Captain had ſold him, and he was 
p into a Boat to be carried to his Maſter, he 
thought he was going on board the Ship that was 
to carry him to England. But what Language can 
| expreſs his Surprize, when from the rough Uſage 
that he met with from two Slaves that were in 
the Boat, he had no Room left him to doubt 
that his Condition was the ſame with theirs? It 
maſt be left to the Reader's Imagination to frame 
a Notion of his Diſtreſs, which will be ſo much 
the harder, as the Freedom and Happineſs of our 
Situation hinders us from ever beholding a Sight 
that any way reſembles it. It muſt aſſuredly have 
ſtruck him with a Horror, for white Men in ge- 
neral; have filled his Mind at once with as black 
Thoughts of them, and with better Foundation 'Y 
than ſome of theſe, affect to have for thoſe of his 1 
e with very little Cauſe. 

But whatever his Thoughts, whatever his Re. | 
fle&tions might be, they left him ſcarce a glim- 
—— of Hope, diſtant from Home, far from 


Father, 
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Father, Fa mily, or Friends, betrayed and ks 


306880 by him whom he had always eſteemed his 


Gu 


Protector; and this in the very Dawn of Life. 


Fe had before him a Proſpect ſo gloomy, that he 


tood in need of ſuperior "Greatneſs of Mind to 
r the Shock without ſink ing under it, or tak- 


ing de deſperate Method to remove the Load. 
It was ſome Relief to him that he fell into the 


dition, and to furniſh himſelf with the beſt Helps 


Hands of a Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed Charac- 
ter, where he was treated with much Humanity, 


which abated ſomewhat of the Bitterneſs of that 
ſudden and undeſerved Reverſe of Fortune, revived 


him a little, and encouraged him to breathe and 
live. This by Degrees gave him Leiſure to look 
round him, to compare his paſt and preſent Con-- 


that Reflection and Experience could ſuggelt to- 
wards his Amuſement and Relief. 

He faw numbers in the like Condition, from 2 
Variety of Accidents, but none of them in any 


Degree comparable to that which had brought this 


heavy Lot upon him. He was aſhamed however 
to ſhew leſs Courage than the reſt, or not to op- 
poſe Misfortune with equal Steadineſs of Mind ; 
he reſolved therefore to bear, tho“ he could not 
be reconciled to his Fate, and to ſuſtain without 
complaining a Calamity it was out of his Power 
to remove. In this ſad State his Innocence af-- 
| forded him the only Conſolation ; it was a Satis- 
faction that he had not drawn this upon himſelf, 


and by Degrees the Fairneſs and Mildneſs of his 
Behaviour, procured other Alleviations of that 


galling Yoke. But neither Time nor theſe tran- 
fient Comforts, could ſo far diffipate the Senſe of 


; his URI, as to remove that Melancholy 


Which 
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deline a Manner, affords ſufficient Light for the 
World to judge of the Nature of this T ranfation. 
However, not long after this the Captain died, 
and left the young African in Cicymftances as mi- 


(44) 


which followed-his art Conſternstion; but as this 


was not attended with any Tincture of Sullenneſs or 
| * „it rather heightened than abated his 


other good Qualities, which gained him univer 
Eſteem, while in the Jow State of a Slave. 


The Captain, to cover this Matter in the beſt 
| Manner poſlible, either about the Time, or ſoon 


after his ſelling his Pupil, tranſmitted to the Cabo- 
ceiro of Annamabee, an Account current, upon the 
Foot of which he was conſiderably in his Debt; the 


- Juſtice of this however he has ſince controvetted. 
But be the Matter how it will, it ſeems very clear, 
that both Parties knew one another well enough 
to give Credit at other Times; ſo that there 
could be no Cauſe for proceeding with that amaz- 
ing Severity at this Juncture: it is alſo apparent, 


that if procuring Satisfaction for his Debt was all 
the Captain had in View, he might as welt have 


obtained it by keeping the young Man in his Cuſ- 
body, till the Father had ſatisfied his Agents; but 


| 


to proceed in ſo abrupt, ſo ſtrange, and fo clan- 


ſerable, and at deſperate as could be imagined; 


for he was not only a Slave, but a Slave at ſuch a 
Diſtance from his Country, Father, and Friends, 


and fo totally deprived of the Means of communi- 


cating to them his Condition, that if his Relief had 
in any degree depended upon his own Abilities ' a 


8 it, there is no doubt that be had brad and: 
in that deplorable Condition. | 


Teet if the Author of his Misfortune had been ; 
& pleaſed, he might have prevented this, by giv- 
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mg ths: dd Caboceiro ſuch Lights: as wel 
have put it in his Power to have: redee 
his Son; of it ma be, i he had ed ige 


: nuvuſly with the Genfletnan to whom he” fold 
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him at Barbadoes, the ſume might have been 
brought to paſs; but by doing neither, he plain 
ly ſhewed, that, in his Opinton, all Blacks were 
deſtined to be Slaves; and this therefore fatisfietl 
him, that he had only left the Youth, for who 
he | profeſſed ſo much Friendfhip, in his ptoper 
Situation. But it is now Time to tbe the young 
Man for the pfeſent, and return to Afrita, in o. 
der to obſerve by what ſtrange and ſecret Steps di- 
vine Providence provided for the extric cating out 
of his Misfoftunes an een E to 
=P himſelf, © © 3 
The French eontioues to keep op thelr tary 
nd cloſe Correſpondence with the Caboteire of | 
Annamaboe, in which they had all along ſo eh 
found their Account; and as, after the Depart | 
of the Captain, the ſepatate Traders did not fo 
much frequent the Coaſt, the Commerceof Aunuma- 
hoe fell almoſt wholly into the Hands of the French; 
which, as it was very natural, gave great Diſtaſte 
to the Servants of the Royal. African Company, 
Pho conſidering the then Situation of Things, very 
1 expected their Affairs ſhould have taken 
| racher/a better than a worſe Turn. They did not 
ſpate either Etideavours of Expoſtulations with 
the Caboceiro, but to very little! peed At firft, 
indeed, he gave them good Words, but by 2 
grees all Ceremonies were © dropped; and he told 
| them very-plainly, that he did do more than he 
had a Right & to de; and that he'thealit for the fu- 
n - ture 
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ture to deal not only on what Terms, and 1 what 

Manner, but with whom he pleaſed. - 
This Declaration needed no Com nn 3 * 


5 cherefore thoſe who were intruſted with the Afrir 


can Company's Concerns, reſolved, as the News 
of the War between the two Nations was arrived, 

and one of his Britannick Majeſty's Ships actually 
upon the Coaſt, to.recur.to the only Means now 


left to ſet. Affairs to rights, which, was Force. Ac. 


cordingly, at the Requeſt of one of the Compa: 
ny's principal Agents, the King's Frigate ſtoad 
in as near the Town of Annamaboe, as could be 
done with Safety, and began to fire upon it. This 


had the deſired Effect, at leaſt. in Appearance; for 


the Caboceiro complied with the Terms preſcribed; 


and, as he ſaid, ſent all the French Traders out of 


the Place; 3 which however was afterwards diſ- 


covered to be no more than a tempo rary Ex- 


pedient, ſince he only concealed their Perſors and. 
Effects till ſuch Time as the Man of War went 
off the Coaſt, and then they appeared and traded 


again as openly as ever, from a full Perſuaſion 


that the Danger was over; and that for the future 
they had nothing farther to fear. 
It was not long, however, 3 grin he of 


| his Majeſty's Ships arrived upon the Coaſt, to 


the Captain of which the like Application was 
made on the African Company's Behalf; and as 


readily, complied with. The, Company's Agent at 


Fd embarked. on board the Veſſel, and after 
a briſk, cannonading had put the Place into much 
Confuſion, he took an Opportunity of ſend- 


ing a Servant on ſhore in whom he could confide, 
with a Meſſage to the Cabocgiro, importing, that 


63 be had always valued himſelf upon being an 
Engl as 


þ . 
A Engliſhman, and that the Nation was now at War 
with the French, it was not only improper but 5 
unlawful for him. to correſpond with them. At the 
ſame time he put him in mind of his former 
good | Correſpondence with the Company, the 
ſincere Regard they had always ſhe wn for him, and 
the great readineſs on their Part to forget what was 
paſt, and to renew their old Friendſhip. 0 
The Negroe Caboceiro received their Mc 
with great chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction; lie ac 
Eknowledged the Caſe was very fairly ſtated, but 
inſiſted upon the kind Uſage "bis Son had mer 
\ with in France, and the Outrage and Inſult that 
\had been offered him by the Captain, who, un- 
er Colour of carrying his Child to be educated in 
England, had fold bim for a Slave, which Fact 
he looked upon as ſufficient to releaſe him from all 
former Obligations: However, in regard he was 
{till an Engiſbman, he was highly pleaſed to find 
that he was treated as ſuch ; and that, provided 
ſatisfaction was made for the Injuſtice that had 
been done him, he was very willmg. that Things 
between them ſhould be once more ſet upon their 
former Foot, and that there was no need of Force 
to compel him to a Meaſure, which was of all 
others the moſt ſuitable to his natural Inclinati tion. 
Ilt is eaſy to fee that this was a ſatisfactory An- 
wer, and gave Grounds ufficient to — into 4 
Negotiation. | 8 


The Terms of the new Agteemer * 
long in ſettling ; for old Friendſhips. are e ſomt- 
times like old China, when the Pieces are properly 
. applied and well rivetted they are ſtronger than at 
- firſt, It was promiſed to the Caboceiro John, 25 
the Company would * after and recover | 
> 


e ; 
Son, that he ſhould be carried to Exglond and taken 
care of there, after which he ſhould be alſo ſent fately 
heme. All other Diſputes were likewiſe regulated 
to the mutual Satisfaction of the Parties, the Cabo- 
ceiro only inſiſting that no Violence ſhould be offered 
to the Perfons of the French Traders, whom, under 
Colour of being forced to it by the Engl;/h, he cut 
off from all Commerce, and thereby compelled 
them to ſurrender to the Company's Servants, by 
| whom they were ſent, as had been ſtipulated, in 
great ſafety down to Nd ãn. 
Thus this Affair terminated much to the Ad- 
vantage of the Company, but ſo that they were 
obliged to take upon them the ſatisfaction of an In 
Jury in which they had not the leaſt Concern .z an 
t this the Company will be always liable, becauſe 
in Africa, as well as in England, they are conſi- 
dered as a corporate Body, to which Application 
may be always made, and who are at all Times 
anſwerable to the ſeveral Negroe Governments up- 
on the Coaſt for the Conduct and Behaviour of 
the Britiſh Nation, which is a Point highly de- 
; 15 1%, . NGF; 0 


* 1 


Before we come to mention the finding and re- 

deeming the Son of che Caboceiro of Aunamaboe, 
it may not be amils to give a ſignal Inſtance of 
Generoſity of Mind, and a truly great Spirit, in th 
Father of the ſprightly Negroe, who lives with our 
young Hero as his Companion. This Man in his 
own Country is ſtiled the Engliſh Caboceiro; for it 
zs to be obſeryed, that tho' John Corrente is Riled 
the Caboceiro, by way of Excellence or Diſtinction, 
the old Term of Braffo not being now much in 
_ ule; yet he governs his little Territory by the Ad- 


( 49 ) 


2 a Caboceiròs, and who form a Council, thats 
in a politer State, would bs called a Senate. or 
83 Regency Y. 


Amongſt theſe fron are particularly appointed 
for the managing and tranſacting Affairs with dif- 
ferent Nations, and hence the Title of the Engli/ 
Gaboreiro is beſtowed upon him who manages 
with the Engliſb Company, and confers, as Oc- 
caſion requires, with their Agents and Servants; 
This Man having always profeſſed a ſincere and 
hearty Regard for our Nation, applied himſelf to 


the Gentleman who negotiated and concluded the 


Agreement that has been juſt mentioned; and 
after previouſly obſerving how much Credit the 
French had obtained by their good Uſage of one 
of his Countrymen, and what an Odium had been 
thrown upon the Engliſh, on the ſcore of ſelling 
that young Man's Brother, he told him, he had a 


Propoſal to make, which was this; That as it was 


impoſſible. to foreſee what Difficulties would ariſe 
in executing literally what had been promiſed to 


'Zobn Corrente, he voluntarily offered his own 


Son to accompany him to England, that it might 
appear they had ſtill a Confidence in the Nation, 
and the Company; nor did he give himſelf any 
\ Concern about the manner of his Treatment, which 
he left entirely to the good Pleaſure of the Perſon 


to whom he recommended him. But, ſaid he, 


* when he comes back, be ſure to afford him a 
Lace Coat, at leaſt as fine as that which was 


e beſtowed. by the French, that our People here 
© may be undeceived, and freed from their Pre- 


„ judices in favour of the one, and to the diſcredit 


5 of the other Nation. This, continued he, is the 


+ only Method I can contrive tor the Service of 
D by * thoſe 


_ 
r thoſe to whom I have always profeſſed a Friend. 
* ſhip, and ſhall eſteem it my greateſt Happineſs 
& if one of my Family can in any Degree contribute 
* to reſtore the good Opinion, that I could always 
ce wiſh my Countrymen might entertain Mm the 
« People of England.” 
This was certainly as clear and fignat a Proof 
of Gratitude and Reſpect, as it was in the Power 
of Man to give, and is a ſufficient Demonſtration | 
of the important Conſequences that attend a judi- 
eious and humane Behaviour towards diſtant and 
barbarous Nations; a Thing long ago obſerved, 
and ftrongly recommended by the beſt Writers 
upon Trade, and more eſpecially by Sir Ju 
Child, than whom no Man ever underſtood 
Subject better. We may therefore very ery readily 
imagine that the Offer was e willing) embraced, and 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances given to the E 1572 Ca- 
boceiro, that his Son ſhould be well — ſent 
home fafe, and that the Point of the laced ' Coat 
ſhould alfo be properly attended to: 
© To fome indeed theſe will appear very eil 
Things, and by them ſmall Regard will be had 
to a People . e of being influenced, even in 
the moſt im Affairs, by Circumſtances of | 
fo little Moment. But Perſons of ſtronger Heads 
will fee-it-in another Light; and find no Difficult 
in+ diſcovering, that with all the Advantages o 
Sagacity and Politenefs, other Nations are as much 
affected by Things Which are at the bottom of as 
little Significance; for what are thoſe great Points, 
bf Stile, Rank, and Ceremony in all publick Nego- 
tiations, but laced: Cans i beheld | in a a critical and | 


impartial View ? | 
When 


—— — 


\ 


1 519 | 
When the Seaſon came in which this Agent of 
the Royal African Company was to return to the 


Me Indies, and from thence to take his Paſſage 


home; the Engliſh Caboceiro, in ſtrict Compli- 
ance with his Promiſe, ſent his Son along with him, 
who was treated in the Voyage, as he has been 
ever ſince, with all the Kindneſs and Regard poſ- 
ſible. Upon their Arrival at Barbadoes, the Son 


of the Caboceiro of Annamaboe was without much 
Difficulty found. and a valuable Conſideration being 


en to the Gentleman who bought him, he was 
ppily reſtored .to Liberty, and-to his former 


| good Opinion of the Candour of the Britiſb Na- 


Ton. For the Pains taken on his Behalf, and the 


. great Zeal expreſſed to wipe off the Aſperſion 
_ occaſioned by his ill Uſage, ſatisfied him fully 


that his Misfortune befel him from the Diſpoſitian 


of a ſingle Perſon, and was entirely diſapproved by 
Engliſhmen of every Denomination; thoſe even of 
the loweſt Rank expreſſing a juſt Diſdain of ſuch 


iniquitous Practices; not more incompatible with 
the Doctrines of Religion, or the Principles of 
Morality, than with the natural. Candour and Ge- 


neroſity af a true Englifþ Soul; to which, the 


young Prince has been clearly convinced that the 

Uſage he met with was no juſt Exception. 79 75 
After he was once reſtored to his Freedom, 

and the Nature of his Caſe became publick, every 


body expreſſed an Inclination to ſee him, and "il 
who ſaw” him were charmed with his Behaviour 


and Addreſs. He was continually expatiating on 


the Juſtice, Kindneſs, and Goodneſs of thoſe who 


Had taken ſo much Pains to find him out in his 
low Condition, and to deliver him from the Load 
of his Wimme v D he rather e Silence 

2 with 


7 
— — 


22 


rr — A by 
— — 8 4 %- 
— . — — — 8 8 
* Q We - * 
' ae * . * 
x * - 
, - 


I 2) 
with Reſpe& to the Author of them, and when. 
ever he was obliged to mention him, did it not 
only without any Marks of an outragious Reſent- 
ment, but with a Decency that could ſcarce. be 
expected, and as if he was conſcious that no Ex- 
aggeration could make a more laſting Impreſſion, 
than the ſimple and naked Relation of the Fact 
itſelf ; in this without doubt he has thoroughly 
ſucceeded ; for all Men of good Senſe, and good 
Nature, Which takes in all who feel che Weight 
of what others have unjuſtly ſuffered, are more 
affected by their own Reflections, than by the 
N Lapreons even of the moſt * 

eſentment. 

Upon his coming to England! his Caſe was pro- 
perly repreſented, and the Facts relating to it juſt- 
fied by all the neceſſary Teſtimonies that the 
ſingular 2nd extraordinary Nature of them, and the 

various Circumſtances that attended them, J requir - 
ed, and which have entitled him to that high 
Protection, that generous and kind Notice which 
has been taken of him, by 1 thoſe who have a be- 
coming Concern for natural Equity and Juſtice, 
as well as for the Reputation and Honour of the 
Britiſh People. This, as every Meaſure of the 
Kind will be, has been received with a Voice of 
univerſal Applauſe ; the Nation has ratified and 
confirmed the Rectitude of this Attention ſhewn | 

; by the Government, and have taken a juſt Share | 
in that wiſe and welljudged Compaſſion, which 
the Caſe of this noble and unfortunate Stranger ſo 
apparently deſerved. 

It is indeed true, that a Conduct ſo rational in 
itſelf is not without a Precedent even in the preſent 
Reign, tho' in 1 favour « of a Perſon of leſs Conſe- 
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| THT 
quence. When the King of  Dahome dint 
 Whydaw and carried away not only Multitudes of 
the Natives, but alſo an Engliſhman, whom they 
had very unjuſtly made Priſoner, one Capt. Lamb, 
then in the "African Company's Service, he treat- 
ed him very kindly, and after a long Captivity 
diſmiſſed him freely with conſiderable Preſents ; 4] 
and upon his Promiſe of returning to him, allow- 
ed him to take one of his Negroe Subjects called 
Tomo, as his Servant. Ir ſeems the Captain did 
not care to run the Hazard of putting himſelf 
once more into the Hands of a Conqueror, whoſe 
Temper was none of the mildeſt ; and who was 
apt to commit great Cruelties from Caprice; but 
however he ought certainly to have ſent back 
Fomo; and his not doing it, gave juſt Reaſon to 
he Negroe Monarch to be very mueh offended, 
Fas he really was. It was ſome Years before this 
Matter was clearly underſtood in England ; but as 
oon as it was underſtood, and Tomo brought by 
his Maſter to London, due Enquiry was made, the 
| Negro diſcharged from his Service, proper Care 
taken of him while he remained here; and as 
ſoon as it could be conveniently done, he was ſent 
home again, at the Expence of the Government, 
as it was highly fitting that he ſhould. 
_ Theſe are Matters that will always claim a ſuit- 
able Regard, not only for the Sake of thoſe to 
whom ſuch Civilities are done, but for our own. 
And as there is no Country to which the Fame of 
the Britiſþ Nation has not been carried by the 
Power of our Naval Force, or by the Induſtry of 
our Merchants, it imports us not a little, that our 
Humanity and Juſtice ſhould be as extenſive, as 
"either the Terror of our Navies, or the Attention 
| ; WE 
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ſhould be cautiouſly examined, and ſincerely 
_ circumſtantially recorded. At leaſt, theſe Thi 


the Diſturbance it has frequently given them 


coyſtantly 


1 have been N gratified; and ou 


| n + 00 Wo 
we have to Trade.” It is of as great Conſequencs 


to be eſteemed, and to be loved, as to be dreaded 


or revered; the former is, and ought to be the 

natural Effects of * own Inclinations ; the latter 

can only be right when it is juſtified by the Difr 
of Injuries we receive from others. 

All ſingular and ſurpriſing Accidents have ſe 

5 Influence, for the preſent; they employ 


1 every Tongue, they affect every Mind when they 


happen; yet Senſations of this Sort are momen- 
tary, and univerſal Oblivion, in a ſhort Space of 
Time, ſucceeds to univerſal Admiration: But 


| This is ſometimes not at all expedient; for in many 


Caſes it is very requiſite that fuch -Phaznomena 


appear in this Light to thoſe Minds that recolle& 


meet only with broken Hints, and irrecon 


Circumſtances of Matters that have happened i 
+ paſt Times, which they would be willing e 


prehend more fully. I his inclines People of ſu 

a Diſpoſition to provide againſt the Diſappointment 
of Men of the ſame Turn in ſucceeding Times; 
which it is preſumed will appear not only a rational, 


but a laudable Species of induſtrious Curioſity. 


The Subject of this ſhort Diſcourſe is as good 


: an Inſtance as can be given of the Kind, i inas 


2s in its Certainty and Importance it is to che full as 
conſiderable as in Singularity. The greateſt and the 
beſt 4 2 in the Kingdom have thought it worthy 
of their Enquiry, and their Enquiries have been 
ſucceeded by an entire Satisfaction ; 
their = their Ears, their Senſes, and their Un- 
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. African Prince has 3 ſuch fel the 8 5 
flulneſs of his Perſon, the Nobleneſs of his Senti- 
ments, the Modeſty of his Deportment, and the 
grateful Acknowledgments he continually expreſſes 
for the Juſtice: that has been done -hin1,, and the 
 Fayolirs that he has received: Circumſtances that 
amount to a kind of natural Demonſtration ; and 
which, without exceeding. the Bounds. of Truth, 
may be ſaid to have ſpread univerſal Conviction 
amongſt all who are not wilfully blind and deaf; 
and who lie * only to Conviction of another 
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